
Scarcity of building material often led to
re-use of what was at hand. Flattened
fuel cansmake decent shingles. Leftover
pressed metal makes good siding for an
outhouse.

Quonset huts are pre-fabricated
military buildings. Since the 1940s
and 50s, Yukoners have used them
as churches, garages, restaurants,
movie theatres, and more.

A boomtown front is a tall, decorative front that covers a
simpler building. They make commercial buildings
appear larger and more formal, while being quick and
easy to build.

Ornate historical buildings are mostly found in Dawson
City. Here, the government and wealthy citizens copied
styles popular elsewhere. They translated decorative
elements from stone buildings, using available materials
like wood and metal. These grand buildings marked
status, power, and wealth.

Buildings tell us about the people who built and used
them. From the 1840s, incoming settlers to the Yukon
built settlements and towns using methods and styles
from the places they were from. The Indigenous building
traditions already here were deeply rooted in knowledge
of this land. Gold rush era buildings might seem old, but
they are new compared to the long history of Yukon First
Nations on the land.

Heritage buildings come in many forms. Some
Yukon First Nations' buildings combine
Indigenous design elements with western
architecture. They draw on traditional structures
like salmon drying racks, long houses, and
winter shelters. They connect to the land and
water around them.

For more information, contact the Historic Sites Unit:
Tel: 867-667-3458 | Email: heritage.planning@yukon.ca | Web: yukon.ca/exploring-yukon-history
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The Yukon’s heritage comes alive on the land. When you see historic remains like
these: take pictures, learn about their history, and leave them where they are.


